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District Commander 

Honorable John W. Hickenlooper 
Governor of Colorado 
136 State Capitol Building 
Denver, Colorado 80203 

Dear Governor Hickenlooper: 

Thank you for your May 21, 2012 correspondence concerning the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers (Corps), Omaha District, development of two Environmental Impact 
Statements (EIS) for three projects involving the Northern Integrated Supply Project 
(NISP) and the Halligan and Seaman Water Supply Projects (HSWSPs). Your letter 
requested a status update concerning these studies and projected release dates of the 
Supplemental Draft EIS for NISP and Draft EIS for the HSWSPs, as well as whether 
there are issues holding up the process that the State can help resolve. 

Due to concerns regarding potential cumulative impacts to the Cache la Poudre 
River, the Corps made the decision in February 2009 to implement a Common 
Technical Platform (CTP) to ensure consistency relative to hydrology and overlapping 
resource effects associated with these three projects. Initial timelines estimated that 
consolidating the hydrology modeling and resolving known and anticipated disparities 
would take approximately nine months. However, greater differences in the modeling 
were revealed and the level of effort required to resolve these differences has become 
the largest delay factor in the progress of developing the EISs. Substantial efforts and 
costs have been expended by the applicant's working with the Corps and the third party 
contractor team to develop acceptable hydrology modeling for use in the key resource 
impact analyses. It is currently estimated that the Supplemental Draft EIS for NISP will 
be released to the public in the Fall of 2013 and the Draft EIS for the HSWSPs will be 
released in the Summer of 2014. 

I am keenly aware of the criticality of the Corps completing the EISs and reaching 
permitting decisions for the ongoing Colorado water supply projects within the Omaha 
District's area of responsibility. The size of the proposals, types of analyses, and the 
amount of interest they have generated has resulted in substantial reviews. Please be 
assured that I have made the review of all ongoing water supply actions in the Omaha 
District's purview a high priority for my Regulatory staff. 
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I appreciate your offer to assist in resolving any issues that can hold up the process. 
One item where the State's assistance would be beneficial is relative to the Clean Water 
Act, Section 401 water quality certification of these proposals. It would be of great 
assistance if the Colorado Department of Public Health and Environment, and Water 
Quality Control Division (WQCD), became involved earlier in the process. More 
specifically, it would be beneficial for the WQCD to identify their specific data and 
analysis needs for resource assessments and inclusion in technical documents during 
the development of the Draft and Final EISs. Permit applicants for many of the Omaha 
District's ongoing water supply actions have requested certification for their proposals 
and been advised that the State's review will not commence until after a Record of 
Decision has been signed by the Corps. This can result in significant delays for a final 
decision from the Corps, as we must reach conclusions regarding impacts to State 
water quality in our Record of Decision. 

Please be aware that the Omaha District has strived to properly balance the needs of 
the applicants as well as its regulatory responsibilities while ensuring that defensible 
permit decisions that will be rendered. If there is any desire to further discuss any of the 
items in this correspondence, please feel free to contact me or Mr. Tim Carey, Program 
Manager, of my Denver Regulatory Office, at (303) 979-4120. 

Sincerely, 

/2~,
~obert J. 
Colonel, 0 ps of Engineers 
District C mander 


