
 

Save The Poudre’s Summary of Concerns about the NISP SDEIS 

The NISP Supplemental Draft Environmental Impact Statement documents can be viewed at 

http://www.savethepoudre.org/action-alert-2015-06-24.html. Please send an email with comments opposing 

the Northern Integrated Supply Project/Glade Reservoir. Focus on just one or two ideas, include your own 

experiences and use your own words.   

 

Email written comments to: NISP.EIS@usace.army.mil and copy the Fort Collins City Council at 

cityleaders@fcgov.com and Larimer County Board of Commissioners at bocc@larimer.org.   Or mail 

comments to:  

 

John Urbanic, NISP EIS Project Manager 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers 

Omaha District, Denver Regulatory Office 

9307 South Wadsworth Boulevard 

Littleton, CO 80128 

 

The Northern Integrated Supply Project’s (NISP) proposal to build Glade Reservoir will drain and 

significantly damage the Poudre River. 

Water Quality Impacts 

  If built, NISP will remove up to 70% of the water annually from the Poudre River east of Laporte, 

significantly reducing flows, and causing lower water quality. With less water in the river, pollutants will 

be more concentrated. 

  Currently, many segments of the river downstream of the NISP diversion point are on the State of 

Colorado’s 303(d) “watch list” because of high pollution levels, yet the Supplemental Draft 

Environmental Impact Statement (SDEIS) fails to acknowledge the project’s impact on existing 

pollutants.  

  Because of lower water levels and higher pollutant concentrations, the city of Fort Collins may be required 

to upgrade its wastewater treatment facilities at a cost of millions of dollars, causing higher utility fees to 

residents. 

 

Wildlife Impacts 

 If built, NISP would siphon off the important high spring flows out of the river west of Laporte 

impacting wildlife downstream.  These peak flows are essential to river health-- providing wetland 

habitat for many fish and other aquatic species.  

 By flushing the vegetation and sediment out of the river, these high peak flows enhance the habitat for 

fish and their prey by exposing cobblestone rocks in the river bottom for them to lay their eggs. 

 The river’s wildlife would be severely impacted as the trout and other fish that thrive in the cold, clean 

water that comes from the canyon mouth through Fort Collins would decline, depriving the wildlife that 

feed on them (mink, raptors, etc.) of their food source.   

 The riparian forests of willow and cottonwood are dependent upon the Poudre’s peak flows rehydrating 

the groundwater.  If Glade is built, the peak flows would be substantially reduced, damaging this delicate 

and important riparian habitat and its animals.  

 The riparian forest corridor from Bellvue through Laporte, Fort Collins, Timnath, Windsor, and Greeley 

are important bird areas for native and migratory birds. The loss of high flows due to NISP will degrade 

these areas and encourage the encroachment of non-native species and negatively impacting wildlife.  

 The new reservoir placement will cause the loss of thousands of acres of range for elk, deer, and 

antelope. 
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Impacts Affecting Flooding and Public Safety 

 The Poudre’s peak flows scour the river channel and help keep the floodway open and clear to carry 

floodwaters. They also keep vegetation from encroaching into the channel.   

For example, the peak flows in September 2013 and spring 2014 effectively cleaned out the ash and 

debris that were deposited in the Poudre River after the 2012 wildfires. 

 By removing peak flows, NISP would allow vegetation and sediment to fill the floodway and reduce its 

capacity to carry floodwaters, possibly increasing flooding and damages downstream.  Flooding due to 

channel narrowing east of I-25 (already a problem) is projected to worsen if NISP is built. 

            

Impacts on Natural Areas and Recreation 

 NISP would drain 700 acres of wetlands along the Poudre River and help dry up and kill the cottonwood 

forest through town. 

 Larimer County and the cities of Fort Collins, Windsor, and Greeley have invested millions of dollars in 

preserving natural areas, building trails, and providing fishing and boat access along the Poudre River.  

NISP’s diversion of peak flows would damage the ecology of the River, negatively impacting recreation 

and the many visitors and tourists who flock to the Poudre for paddling, fishing, bicycling, and other 

recreation. 

 The city of Fort Collins is preparing to build a whitewater park for kayaks and paddlers. NISP will divert 

water during the high flow season, cutting in half the number of days the park will be usable. 

 Glade would have such extreme fluctuations in water level that marinas and boat launches will be 

impractical. 

 

NISP is bad for the Economy  

 Fort Collins and Larimer County have invested tens-of- millions of dollars in natural areas, the Poudre 

trail, fishing access, and the soon-to-be whitewater park.  These investments are dependent upon a 

healthy Poudre River. 

 The city of Fort Collins calls the river one of its "economic engines" and NISP’s negative 

environmental impacts would harm its tourism economy.  

 Additionally, Old Town’s healthy businesses are increasingly dependent on the river's proximity as a 

cultural and recreational resource.  Degrading the river would threaten this economy. 

 

NISP is bad for Farmers 

 The water supplies from NISP are not for agriculture. The project is being built by towns and water 

districts to entirely serve new development, mostly in north Denver suburbs and as far away as Fort 

Morgan. 

 NISP would promote the dry-up and development of approximately 100,000 acres of farmland for 

construction of 400,000 new housing units.  (http://savethepoudre.org/the-farm-facts.html) 

NISP's proposed “Mitigation” won’t work  

 NISP’s proposed mitigation ignores the critical importance of the June Rise in the health of the river. 

 The proposed mitigation is  completely inadequate and is full of loopholes 

 

The SDEIS ignores Common-sense Alternatives to NISP 

 Water conservation and efficiency alternatives are the cheapest and fastest way to increase water 

supplies yet the project rejects these measures that are an effective regional strategy for new water 

supplies. 

 NISP rejects proven and effective opportunities for water sharing partnerships between farmers and 

utilities that provide a win-win-win solution to agriculture, cities, and the Poudre River.  

The Northern Integrated Supply Project is BAD for the Poudre River and should not be permitted! 

http://savethepoudre.org/the-farm-facts.html

